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AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT COMMENTS ON RECENT MOLO.- 
TOV DECLARATION. On February 25 and March 2, in talks 
with Austrian Ambassador Bischoff, Soviet Foreign Minister 
Molotov declared that, under certain conditions, the Soviet 
Union would no longer regard complete agreement on Germany 
as an essential prerequisite for a solution of the Austrian 
question. The Austrian Ambassador informed Mr. Molotov that 
the standpoint of the Aus- 
trian Government is that 
Austria is noless interest- 
ed than the Soviet Union 
in preventing any future 
‘“Anschluss’’ and that it 
would be of decisive im- 
portance for the Austrian 
Government to find out as 
soon as possible the nature 
of the guarantee envisaged 
by the Soviet Union for 
preventing an Anschluss. 
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In the course of these Ft See The , . et 


discussions, Minister Molo- ae ae Be 
tov called for concrete 
statements by the Aus- 
trian Government on the 
individual points raisedin 
his declaration on Austria 
of February 8, 1955, de- 
claring that such replies 
might serve as a basis for investigating the question in fur- 
ther detail.. In reply to this suggestion of the Soviet Foreign 
Minister, Ambassador Bischoff submitted the following memo- 
randum: 

‘‘The Austrian Federal Government has noted with satis- 
faction that the Soviet Union attributes great importance to 
the solution of the Austrian question, the question of the full 
rehabilitation of the independence of a democratic Austria in 


(Continued on page 2) 


SOVIETS HAVE DEPRIVED AUSTRIA OF 17 MILLION TONS 
OF PETROLEUM TO DATE. During the year 1954, the Soviet 
Mineral Oil Administration extracted approximately 3.2 million 
tons of petroleum from the Austrian oil fields in the Soviet 


(Continued on page 2) 
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VIENNA SCIENTIFIC SCHOOLS TODAY 
Supplement on pages 5-8 


CHANCELLOR RAAB ON AUSTRIA'S ECONOMIC SITUA- 
TION. In a comprehensive report to the Austrian Parliament 
on the Federal Government’s economic policy, Chancellor Ju- 
lius Raab reported that Austria, in contrast to the situation 
between the two World Wars, had succeeded within recent 
years in establishing a positive relationship with world econ- 
omy. The basic factors in this favorable development were 
the stabilization of curren- 
cy in 1952 and the prepara- 
tion of budgets for 1953 
and 1954 which not only 
covered all expenditures 
but even left surpluses. As 
the people again acquired 
confidence in the stability 
of their currency, savings 
deposits rose from 2.3 bil- 
lion schillings in 1951 to 
7.5 billion in 1954. Where- 
as in 1953 loans were floa- 
ted only in the amount of 
700 million schillings, in 
1954 the loan figure was 
1,400 million. In connec- 
tion with an 83% liberali- 
zation of imports from mem- 
ber nations of the Organi- 
zation for European Eco- 
nomic Cooperation (OEFC), 
the value of exports was raised during the past three years 
from 10.8 to 15.8 billion schillings, two billion more than the 
increase in imports, which rose from 14 to 17 billion. Sur- 
pluses in the payments balance made it possible to establish 


(Continued on page 3) 


RECONSTRUCTED BURGTHEATER TO OPEN IN MID-OC- 
TOBER, 1955. At the rate construction work is now proceed- 
ing, the restored Vienna Burgtheater will beready to celebrate 
its opening in mid-October, 1955. The day before the official 
opening, a ceremony featuring a presentation of the ‘‘Prelude 
in the Theater’’ will be held in the new auditorium. The first 
performance of the theater is to be Grillparzer’s ‘‘Koenig Ot- 
tokars Glueck und Ende’’ (King Ottokar’s Fortune and Down- 
fall). The opening celebrations will feature new productions 
of the following works: Schiller’s ‘‘Don Carlos,’’ Goethe’s 
‘‘Torquato Tasso,’’ Raimund’s ‘‘Der Verschwender’’ (The 


Spendthrift), Bahr’s ‘‘DaS Konzert’’ (The Concert) and Month- 
erlant’s ‘‘Port Royal.’’ 
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TRADE UNION CONGRESS IN VIENNA. The fourth Interna- 
tional Congress of the International Federation of Free Trade 
Unions will be held in Vienna from May 20-28. The Congress 
will be opened by Austrian President Theodor Koerner in Vien- 
na’s Konzerthaus. In addition to organizational problems and 
regional activities, it will deal primarily with the struggle for 
peace, prosperity and full trade union rights as well as with 
future trade union actions in behalf of the economic and polit- 
ical independence of underdeveloped areas. The 250-odd reg- 
ular delegates to the Congress from all continents will be 
joined by representatives from the various international sec- 
retariats, the International Labor Organization, UNESCO and 


numerous other organizations. 


58,000 RESTITUTION APPLICATIONS SETTLED TO DATE. 
Austria is in complete agreement with other countries occu- 
pied by Hitler between 1938 and 1945 in adhering to the prin- 
ciple that it is necessary to revoke all laws pertaining to cor- 
recting the consequences of this occupation as they affected 
all politically persecuted persons, regardless of religion, race 
or language. To date, 45,000 restitution applications have 
been settled fayorably by Austria under the Restitution Laws. 
These settlements represent a cost of approximately 1.5 bil- 
lion schillings. Through arbitration settlements, restitution 
in the amount of 500 million schillings has been awarded in 
another 15,000 cases. Moreover, Austria has thus far expend- 
ed 216.5 million schillings under the law for the Welfare of 
Persecution Victims and 149 million schillings as compensa- 
tion to victims of political persecution for their period of im- 
prisonment. Care for Jewish refugees in camps located in 
Austria has cost about 100 million schillings to date. In the 
field of social welfare payments, a total of 58.5 million schil- 
lings has been required during the period 1950-54 for the pay- 
ment of benefits to political persecutees. Former Austrian 
civil servants, who have lost their citizenship, have already 
been paid 10 million schillings and are still to receive another 
45 million. It is also necessary to keep in mind the fact that 
the implementation of the Restitution Laws, in the matter of 
loss of taxes and administrative costs alone, has involved 
a sum of 180 million schillings. 


Soviets have deprived (Continued from page 1) 


zone of occupation. This figure, which representsthe greatest 
yield achieved since the Soviets took over these fields in 
1945, brings thetotal figure ofoil extracted by the Soviet Min- 
eral Oil Administration in Austria to some 17 million tons. By 
practicing outright reckless methods of exploitation and by 
opening up new oil fields in the areas of Matzen, Neusiedl 
and Aderklaa, the Russians succeeded in 1953, for the first 
time, in raising theproduction figureto the 3-million ton level. 
The annual production in 1945 was approximately 450,000 
tons. At the present time, the Russian Mineral Oil Administra- 
tion has over 500 drilling sites under its control in the Soviet 
zone of occupation in Austria, as against only 250 at the time 
of confiscation. In addition to 5,000 workers, this organization 
also employs something like 1,000 reliable Communists who, 
organized in military formations, heavily armed and known as 
‘Plant Guards,’’ stand guard over the oil fieldsand refineries 
of the Soviet Mineral Oil Occupation in Austria. 


SOVIETS CONTINUE TO DISREGARD AUSTRIA’S BORDER 
SOVEREIGNTY. The Soviet occupation powers in Austria 
continue to make itpossible for large numbers of unacceptable 
persons to enter the country by issuing them Russian trave| 
documents (‘‘Propuskas’’), exempting them from contro! by 
the Austrian authorities. During a period of only six weeks, 
1002 persons crossed the Austrian border from Czechoslovakia 
and Hungary with special Soviet passes of this type. The Aus- 
trian border authorities are not allowed to check travellers 
holding these documents. While in the case of travellers conm- 
ing from the East by train it is possible, despite the propus- 
ka, at least to obtain their names and keep a check on their 
numbers, no check whatever is possible in the case of those 
arriving at Bad Voeslau Airfield in the Soviet zone of occupa- 
tion. They are picked up by Russian autos, as soon as the 
planes land, so that no notation of their names and, in many 
cases, even of their numbers, can be made. In the same man- 
ner, the nersonnel of Hungarian and Czechoslovak airlines, 


which land at the Bad Voeslau field, is evading Austrian cus- , 


toms and passport checks. 


Austrian Government Comments (Continued from page |) 


accordance with the aim of maintaining and safeguarding peace | 


in Europe. The Austrian Government also notes with much 
satisfaction that the Soviet Union deems unjustified any fur- 
ther delay in concluding the Austrian State Treaty. 

I. The Austrian Federal Government welcomes every ef- 
fective safeguarding measure or guarantee of Austria’s inde- 
pendence and freedom from any bonds or ties, and consequent- 
ly is strongly opposed to the danger of another ‘Anschluss.’ 

II. The Austrian Federal Government has repeatedly stat- 
ed in no uncertain terms that Austria does not intend to enter 
any kind of military alliance nor will it tolerate any military 
bases on Austrian territory. The Austrian Federal Govern- 
ment is prepared to discuss the way in which such a sState- 
ment could be made once again if need be. 

Ill. The Austrian Federal Government is equally con- 
vinced that a final solution to the Austrian question can be 
found only in a conference of all powers concerned, in which 
Austria would participate. It believes, however, that prior to 
such a conference the issues indicated in I and II should be 
clarified to such a degree that a conference could be hoped 
to produce concrete results very soon. 

The Austrian Federal Government believes that separate 
negotiations by the Four Powers on the Austrian State Treaty, 
with Austria participating in the negotiations, would lead to 
a successful solution of this problem.’’ 

At the present moment, this matter is in the stage of an 
exchange of ideas intended to clarify the opinions of both 
parties as to methods which might lead to a satisfactory solv- 
tion of the problems involving Austria. 


DORNBIRN FAIR ENTRIES ACCUMULATING. Sixty-eight 


percent of the covered fair grounds of the Dornbirn Industries 
and Textiles Fair to be held July 29 to August 7, has already 
been rented tofirms from Austria, East and West Germany ,Great 
Britain, France, Italy and Switzerland. During the Fair, sev- 
eral large commercial unions of the textile industry will hold 
conferences and the Bremen Cotton Exchange will send 
various kinds of cotton for display there. 
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COTTON SPINNING MILLS INCREASE PRODUCTIVITY 35% 
4 study of 13 of Austria’s 17 cotton spinning mills for the 
period between the beginning of 1950 and the end of 1954 in- 
jicates that the average increase in productivity has been 
35%. An equal increase was registered for cotton weaving. 
The total production of cotton and staple rayon yarn for 
1954 showed an increase just short of 22%, compared with the 
ore-war period, with cotton yarn production reaching almost 
2.000 tons per month and staple rayon yarn nearly 1,500. Pro- 
juction in the cotton and staple rayon weaving mills was 
even ‘increased 37% above the pre-war level, the average 
monthly production of cotton cloth ranging between 7.5—8 
million yards and that of staple rayon cloths between 6.2 and 
6.5 million yards. 
AUSTRIAN PAPER PRODUCTION IN 1954. Last year the 
4ustrian paper cellulose, wood pulp and cardboard industry 
‘halked up an all-time production record in all areas of pro- 
juction. Paper output rose from 296,673 tons in 1953 to 365, 
192 tons in 1954. Newsprint accounted for 105,607 tons of 
this total, as compared with 83,864 tons in 1953. The produc- 


n of cellulose rose from 294,891 tons in 1953 to 371,562 . 


tons in 1954, wood pulp from 114,889 tons to 138,403 tons 
ind cardboard from 62,549 to 77,451 tons.With the sole excep- 
tion of wood pulp, a similar development can be seen in ex- 
port figures: a total of 210,177 tons of paper, of which 75,535 
tons were newsprint, were exported in 1954, while the com- 
parative 1953 figures are 165,928 and 54,437 tons, respective- 
ly. Cellulose exports rose from 106,928 in 1953 to 133,097 in 
1954 and 26,705 tons of cardboard were exported as compared 
to 20,684 the previous year. Wood pulp exports dropped to 
4,488 tons in 1954, from the 1953 figure of 8,621 tons. 


Chancellor Raab (Continued from page 1) 

currency reserves in the amount of approximately 9 billion 
schillings, so that at the present time bank-note circulation 
is covered about 70 percent. 

The Chancellor also stated in his financial report that, 
compared with the pre-war period, Austria’s production index 
was now at 214 and that productivity had risen to 124, even 
though it was not until 1952 that she had reached her pre-war 
figure. Austria established a new record on the labor market 
in October, 1954, with an employment figure of 2,076,000, 
which was approximately 100,000 higher than the figure for 
Sctober 1952. As of the end of January 1955, with the normal 
‘inter unemployment in the building trade, the total number of 
persons employed was 1,933,000. 

Chancellor Raab assured Parliament that the Federal Gov- 
emment would not slacken in its resolve to continue its eco- 
nomic policy of carrying out further tax reductions and approv- 
ing wage increases. He emphasized, however, that he and his 
colleagues in the Cabinet were in agreement that considera- 
tions of responsibility must outweigh the desire for popularity 
in the pursuit of this policy. 


AUSTRIAN NITRIC FERTILIZER SALES IN 1954. Last year 








the Linz Nitrogen Works sold a total of 590,000 tons of ferti- 
lizer,a 7% increase over 1953 sales. Total deliveries exceed- 
ed the 1954 production by 46,000 tons, resulting in a decrease 
n stockpiles. 145,000 tons were sold on the home market, 








while the balance was exported — 59.7% to European coun- 
tries, 22.2% to Africa, 11.8% to Asia and 6.3% to America. 
Among the leading buyers of Austrian nitrogen fertilizer dur- 
ing the year were Egypt, Yugoslavie, Portugal, Czechos- 
lovakia, the Union of South Africa, Hungary and Puerto Rico, 

In addition to their nitrogen fertilizer production, the Linz 
Works raised their output substantially by putting their new 
sulphuric acid and phosphate fertilizer factory into operation. 
In the plaster field, which calls for the production of ammon- 
ium sulphate, output of raw materials had to be increased. 
The plaster and anhydride yield of the Grundlsee Works reach- 
ed a monthly capacity of 21,000 tons during the last couple of 
months of 1954 as compared with an average monthly produc- 
tion of only 17,500 for the year. The cement output of the 
Linz Nitrogen Works was also substantially increased. 


CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


TICKETS FOR STATE OPERA OPENING RANGE FROM 20 
TO 5,000 SCHILLINGS. Austrian Minister of Education Drim- 
mel has informed the Government that the Vienna State Opera 
will be opened with an operatic festival running from Novem- 
ber 5 to December 5, 1955. The festival will be preceded by 
a dress rehearsal of Mozart’s ‘‘Don Giovanni’’ on the evening 
of November 4, 1955, for which no tickets will be on sale. 
An official opening ceremony is scheduled in the new opera 
house for the morning of November 5, 1955, and will be attend- 
ed only by invited guests. The official opening of the house 
will take place on the evening of November 5, with a gala per- 
formance of Beethoven's ‘‘Fidelio.’’ The prices for tickets to 
this premiere have been fixed at a schedule ranging from 20 
to 5,000 schillings while those for the other premieres and 
performances will run from 6 to 2,000 schillings. 

Over 22,000 applications have already been received by 
the Federal Theater Administration for the opening perfor- 
mance. 


LEADING SCIENTISTS AT AUSTRIAN SUMMER SCHOOLS. 
This year’s Salzburg College Summer Session will include a 
seminar on the topic ‘‘The Contemporary Spiritual and Healing 
Powers of the Church’’, to be conducted from August 6 to 21. 
Among the scientists participating in the Summer Session are 
the following: Professor Gustav A. Wetter, S.J., Rome (‘‘The 
World Power of Dialectic Materialism’’); Dietrich von Hilde- 
brand, New York; Josef Piper, Muenster; Romano Guardini and 
Reinhard Lauth, Munich; Nikolaus Monzel, Bonn; B.D.H. Tel- 
legen, Delft and J.J.M. Vander Ven, Utrecht, The Netherlands. 
Austrian professors lecturing at the Summer Session will be 
Rainer Schubert-Soldern, Leo Gabriel, Michael Pfliegler and 
many others. 

The following professors will hold seminars 
groups at the 1955 European Forum at Allpach which will be 
held this September on the general topic of ‘‘Knowledge and 
Action’’: Philipp Frank, Cambridge, Mass., U.S.A., and Her- 
mann Wein, Goettingen, both on philosophy; Alexander Mit- 
scherlich, Heidelberg, and Hans Hoff, Vienna, both on medi- 
cine; Hans F. Redlich, Letchworth, Great Britain, on music 
(Operatic Forms and Themes); and Giuseppe Mariani, Florence, 
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on polities (‘‘Democratic Principles — Parliamentary Represen- 
tative Bodies — Party Rule’’). 

NEWS FROM AUSTRIAN UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES. 
The first assistant at the First University Surgical Clinic, 
Herbert Krauss, has left for a year in Calcutta where he will 
head the newly-opened Calcutta Surgical Institute. Eduard 
Sekler, associate professor at the Department of Architecture, 
Vienna Institute of Technology, will be a guest professor at 
Harvard University next semester. While in Cambridge he will 
‘‘The Spiritual Basis of Architecture and City 
Planning.’’ In 1953, Mr. Sekler represented Austria at the 
first general meeting of the International Building Council 
(CIB) in Geneva. Hans Tuppy, assistant at the Second Chem- 
ical University Laboratory in Vienna has been invited to lec- 
ture on the chemistry of albuminous substances by the Uni- 
of Heidelberg, Tuebingen, Frankfurt, Munich and 
Freiburg-im-Breisgau. Wolfgang Freiherr von Soden has ac- 
cepted an appointment to teach as head of the Department of 
Semitic Philology and Oriental Archeology at Vienna Univer- 
sity. The egyptologist, Miss Gertrud Thausing of Vienna, has 
been appointed corresponding member of the German Archeo- 
logical Institute in Berlin. 

Wolfgang Grobner, the Innsbruck mathematician, partici- 
pated in the Mathematics Seminar held at the Karlsruhe Insti- 
tute of Technology at the beginning of February and physi- 
cist Ferdinand Cap, of the same city, started a series of reg- 
ular classes in nuclear physics at the University of Padua in 
February. 

MOZART COMMEMORATIVE YEAR, 1956. The house of Wolf- 
gang Amadeus Mozart located at Salzburg’s Markartplatz was 
recently the International Mozart Foundation 
plans to restore the building, severely 


lecture on 


versities 


purchased by 
which damaged by 
bombs during the war, to its original form. The restoration work 
is scheduled for completion in time for the 200th anniversary 
of the composer’s birth in 1956. Mozart lived in this house 
from 1773 to 1780 and wrote many of his outstanding works 
there. 

The first volume in the complete new edition of the works 
of Mozart, being published by the Salzburg International Mo- 
zarteum Foundation in conjunction with the Mozart Committee 
of the German Federal Republic and the Augsburg Mozart So- 
ciety, includes ‘‘Die kleine Nachtmusik,’’ the ‘‘Great Munich 
Kyrie,’’ the ‘‘Jupiter Symphony’’ and a number of other works 
by the great Salzburg master. 

As its contribution to the Mozart Commemorative Year, the 
Vienna Musikverein (Society of Music) will present three major 
concert cycles entitled: ‘‘Mozart and the Great Austrian Sym- 
phony,’’ ‘‘Mozart and the Masterpieces of the 20th Century’’ 
(conducted by Herbert Karajan) and ‘‘Mozart and His Time,’’ 
which will be held from June 3-24 and which constitute the 
Mozart Festival proper. 

Oskar Werner will play the part of Mozart in a film about 
the composer’s life to be produced during the summer of 1956 
by the Mozart-Film Society of Vienna in conjunction with the 
Komet-Film Company. The script is the work of Franz Tassie, 
the well-known producer, who will also direct the film. The 
roles of the singers in the film story will be taken by mem- 
bers of the Vienna State Opera Company while Bernhard Paum- 


gartner, head of the Salzburg Mozarteum, will supervise the 
musical end of the production. 

During 1956, two Mozart exhibitions will be held in \ilar 
under the sponsorship of the Italian Ministry of Education. Ap 
Italian music publishing house is preparing an edition of \o- 
zart’s letters. Milan’s La Scala Opera House will present 4 
number of the composer’s operas during the Commemorative 
Year and a series of Mozart concerts is also scheduled. 


VIENNA STATE OPERA TO PARTICIPATE IN FLORENCE | 


“‘MAGGIO MUSICALE."’ This year’s ‘‘Maggio Musicale” in 
Florence is, for the first time, to take the form of an internati- 
onal opera festival. The Vienna State Opera will offer as its 
contribution a performance of Mozart’s ‘‘Cosi fan tutte’’ under 
the baton of Karl Boehm. 


INTERNATIONAL ECCLESIASTICAL MUSIC EXHIBITION 
IN VIENNA. An exhibition of published ecclesiastical music 
issued by Swiss publishing houses, will be held this springin 
the quarters of the Ecclesiastical Music Commission of the 
Vienna Diocese. In the near future, similar exhibits of Dutch, 
Belgian and German church music are also scheduled. 


VON WEBERN COMMEMORATIVE CONCERT TO BE GIVEN 
IN PARIS. During March, a concert in commemoration of the 
Austrian composer Anton von Webern will be held at the The- 
atre Margigny in Paris. Orchestral works and two cantatas of 
the composer will be performed under the direction of Hermann 
Scherchen. 


AUSTRIAN BIOGRAPHIES OF COMPOSERS TO APPEAR In 
HEBREW. The Idith Publishing Company of Jaffa, Israel, has 
obtained translation rights for the following biographies: Leo- 
pold Nowak’s book on Michael Haydn; Franz Zagiba on Tchai- 
kovsky and Karl Kobald’s biography of Schubert. These vol- 
umes were originally published by the Amalthea Publishing 
Company of Vienna. 


KARL KRAUS PAPERS DONATED TO VIENNA CITY LI- 
BRARY. Works by and data on the late Vienna essayist, crit- 
ic and author, Karl Krauss (1874 to 1936) have been present- 
ed to the Vienna City Library. The files of this material were 
preserved by Helene Kann and later, during the Nazi regime, 
by Eva Roder in Zurich. After sorting and cataloguing the 
papers, the material will be made available to the public by 
the Library. 


TRUDE WAEHNER EXHIBITS WATERCOLORS AND DRAW. 
INGS. At the present time two exhibitions devoted to water- 
colors and drawings by the Austrian painter, Trude Waehner, 
are being held in Vienna. A student at Vienna’s School and 
Experimental Studio for the Graphic Arts as well as at the 
School of Applied Arts, the artist has made study trips to 
England, France, Greece, Italy, Yugoslavia and Switzerland. 
Her long stay in France is reflected in the large number of 
French landscapes included in the two exhibits Trude Waeb- 
ner is a member of the Hagen League and of the board of the 
Austrian ‘‘Werkbund.’’ Her works have already been displayed 
in France, Yugoslavia, Sweden, Switzerland and the United 
States. The current Vienna displays were organized by Vier 


na’s Municipal Department of Cultural Affairs and by the Ne¥ 
Gallery. 





—_ 


Mar 


Al 
tic 
fe: 
re! 


pr 








wh 
kn 
tra 
lec 
the 
tif 
tio 
spi 





se 
pe 


ra. 





NCE 
nati- 
S its 


inder 


"ION 
‘usic 
ngin 
f the 
itch, 


VEN 
f the 
The- 
as of 


mann 


R IN 
, has 
Leo- 
chai- 
- vol- 
shing 


Y Li. 
_ crit- 
sent- 
were 
gime, 
g the 
ic by 


R AW. 
jater- 
hner, 
1 and 
it the 
ps to 
land. 
yer of 
Naeb- 
of the 
layed 
nited 
Vien 
» Nev 








March 26, 1955 


Austrian Information 


Page 5 





ART EXHIBITS IN AUSTRIA. The ‘‘Religious Art’’ exhibi - 
tion, organized by the Vienna Academy of Creative Arts, is 
featuring a number of works by the Viennese painter, Karl Ster- 
rer. 

The Graz ‘‘Kuenstlerhaus’’ recently opened an exhibition 
presenting a cross-section of the work of Alfred Wickenburg. 

On February 22, the Wurthle Gallery in Vienna opened an 
exhibition of hand drawings by Pablo Picasso, Georges Braque, 
Juan Gris, Fernand Leger and Andre Masson, covering the 
period from the twenties down to the present. The works on 
display were collected by Fritz Wotruba, the well-known Vien- 
na sculptor and head of the Gallery, in conjunction with the 
Paris galleries of Kahnweiler (Leiris) and Louis Carre. 

On April 15, the Wuerthle Gallery will feature a collection 
of 20 oils and five watercolors by Marcel Gromaire, Frank 
Kupka, Fernand Leger and Jacques Villon. 


AUSTRIAN ARCHITECTURE STUDENT WINS CANADIAN 
AWARD. Hans Scasny, a student at Vienna’s Academy for Ap- 
plied Arts, won honorable mention in the ‘‘Canadian House of 
Tomorrow’’ competition of the International Calvert House. 
There were 66) entries from 17 countries in thiscontest spon- 
sored by McGill University’s Department of Architecture, in 
collaboration with the ‘‘Institut Royal d’Architecture du Can- 
ada’’ and the ‘‘Union Internationale des Architectes.’’ The 
winning designs, which have already been on display in Cop- 
enhagen and The Hague, are now being shown at the Wuerthle 
Gallery in Vienna and will later be seen in Paris. 


LITERARY MISCELLANIES. Piero Rismondo, the Trieste- 
born Austrian writer, celebrated his 50th birthday on February 
15. Rismondo became known through his plays on the lives of 
Franz Grillparzer and Ferdinand Raimund and through his pre- 
sentation of the Italian novelist Italo Svevo to the German- 
reading public. He is also the author of ‘‘Behind the Mask,’’ a 
play about the Italy of Mussolini during the period 1943-45. 
Robert Hohlbaum, the well-known Austrian novelist, died 





Scientific development may be described as a process 
whereby scientists continuously draw on the vast fund of 
knowledge inherited from scholars of the past, to blaze new 
trails into unknown or as yet dimly perceived fields of know- 
ledge or to build on foundations previously established by 
their elders. Thus, in Vienna too, the development of scien- 
tific knowledge today is firmly anchored in the living tradi- 
tion of its scientific schools and thrives on the inspiration 
sparked by their great store of learning. 


Vienna School of Medicine 


The most extensive of these scientific schools, the Vien- 
na School of Medicine, is founded on a tradition which goes 
vack to the 18th century. It was in those days that the first 
clinic was established in the reign of Empress Maria Theresa 





(1740-1780), that Leopold Auenbrugger (1722-1809) invented 
percussion as a diagnostic procedure, and that Emperor Jo- 
Sef II opened in 1784 the Vienna General Hospital with its 
ermanent wards -- truly the first modern hospital in the lite- 
ral sense of the word. These were the foundations on which 


VIENNA’S SCIENTIFIC SCHOOLS TODAY 


in Graz on February 4, 1955, at the age of 69. During the latter 
part of his life, Hohlbaum wrote the novels ‘‘The Magic Wand,’’ 
‘*The Spectrum of the Sun’’ and ‘‘Te Deum.’’ 


ILSE AICHINGER WINS LITERATURE AWARD. The Munici- 
pal Senate of Bremen has awarded that city’s 1954 literature 
prize to the Vienna authoress, Ilse Aichinger, for her latest 
novel, ‘‘Der Gefesselte’’ (The Chained One). The co-winner 
of the 1954 award was the Swiss author Herbert Meier. Ilse 
Aichinger won international acclaim in 1954 with her first 
prize-winning novel, ‘‘Die groessere Hoffnung’’ (The Greater 
Hope). 

NEW AUSTRIAN FILMS — Vienna. Opening performances of 
the film ‘‘The Song of the Hohen Tauern’’ were presented at 
the end of January in Zell-am-See (Salzburg) and in Viennaand 
Stuttgart at the beginning of February. This full-length fiction 
film revolves around the enormous Kaprun power plant. It was 
produced jointly by ‘‘Bergland-Film’’ of Linz and ‘‘Sueddeut- 
sche Filmproduktion’’ of Munich and directed by Anton Kuttner 
from a script based on a novel by Kurt Maix. 

A comedy ‘‘Well, That’s Love,’’ directed by Franz Antel, 
has been recently released by the OF A-Schoenbrunn studios. 
These same two companies also finished production in Febru- 
ary of a musical called ‘‘By the Beautiful Blue Danube,’’ pro- 
duced by Hans Schweikart with Hardy Krueger and Nicole Bes- 
nard in the leading roles. 

The Paula-Wessely Film Company plans to start shooting 
the color film ‘‘The Miraculous Rose’’ next August in collabo- 
ration with an American company. In the German-language ver- 
sion, Paula Wessely will play the lead, while Olivia de Havi- 
land will star in the English version. Gottfried Reinhardt will 
direct. 

Innsbruck. The ‘‘Wieser-Film Company’’ of Innsbruck has 
just finished a full-length feature, ‘‘Call of the Mountains’’ 
photographed in the Alps and in the Himalayas. The Everest 
climber, Tensing, will be seen in this movie which opened in 
Bern, Switzerland last month. 





the eminent, and in manyrespects today still classical, ‘‘old’’ 


Vienna School of Medicine was built between 1830 and 1850. 
The credit for its world-wide renown is in no small measure 
due to such brilliant men as the pathologist Karl Rokitansky 
(1804-1878), the internist Josef Skoda (1805-1881), the ana- 
tomist Josef Hyrtl (1811-1894), the dermatologist Ferdinand 
Hebra (1816-1880), and Ignaz Philipp Semmelweis (1818-1865) 
who proved that puerperal fever is a form of septicemia and 
thus became the father of antisepsisin obstetrics. The ‘‘new’’ 
Vienna School of Medicine, which began in the Eighties, was 
represented by such pioneers as the surgeons Theodor Bill- 
roth (1829-1894), Anton von Fiselsberg (who died in 1938), 
Adolf Lorenz (1854-1946), the founder of orthopedics; the di- 
agnostician Franz Chvostek, and the psychiatrist Julius Wag- 
ner-Jauregg (died in 1940), who invented the treatment of de- 
mentia paralytica by the infection of the patient with malaria. 
The revutation of Vienna as a world center of medicine is no 
less the result of the ever-remaining universalistic spirit with 
which its School of Medicine has always been imbued -- a 
spirit which at a time when the field of medicine was branch- 
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ing out into increasingly numerous specializations never neg- 
lected either the intensive study of any one of them or the 
correlation between all of them. One of the secret causes of 
this success may possibly be found also in the universality 
of mind which most of the leading Viennese doctors jealously 
guarded in spite of their indefatigable professional work. This 
characteristic is illustrated, for example, by the music culti- 
vation of a Billroth, or, more generally, by the breadth of 
spirit and broadness of mind which has always distinguished 
the cultivated man of medicine in Austria. Death, emigration 
and the blows of war have thinned the ranks of the Vienna 
School, but scholars of world repute are still living and work- 
ing in Vienna today. We may mention the surgeons Hans Fin- 
sterer, Leopold Schoenbauer, and Wolfgang Denk; the gyne- 
cologists Paul Werner and Tassilo Antoine; and the psychiat- 
rist Otto Poetzl. At first the Viennese medical scholars had 
to devote much of their time to filling the gaps brought about 
in various fields of research by the many years of isolation 
during which they were cut off from world developments, but 
today they are resuming intensive research of their own, as 
evidenced by last year’s remarkable work in hypothalamus 
research on the part of the brain pathologist Hans Hoff, a 
member of the circle of Wagner-Jauregg students. 
Sigmund Freud — the Father of Psychoanalysis 


At the turn of the century, the Vienna School of Psychiat- 
ry gave birth to the science of modern depth psychology foun- 
ded by Sigmund Freud (1856-1939), the Father of Psychoana- 
lysis. From Vienna, psychoanalysis spread throughout the 
world and found particular response in the Anglo-Saxon count- 
ries. National-Socialism suppressed its study and practice so 
that Freud emigrated to England with his daughter, Anna 
Freud, a psychiatrist of standing in her own right, who is ac- 
tive in London today, particularly in the field of child psycho- 
analysis. Not long ago in Vienna the noted Freud scholar 
August Aichhorn passed away. He had devoted most of his 
life to the study of ‘‘wayward’’ youth. The ‘‘individual 
nsychology’’ of Alfred Adler, who coined the term ‘‘inferiori- 
ty complex’’ and who, as Freud, saw in repressed sexuality 
a motive power for unconscious mental processes, is also 
being studied today in a society of its own. Since 1945 the 
trend of ‘‘existential analysis’’, which seeks the causes of 
neuroses in an unconscious discord with the overall life and 
experience of the individual, has been represented by the 
neurologist Victor Frankl and his circle of followers. Frankl’s 
most important work, ‘‘Aerztliche Seelensorge’’ (Medical Men- 
tal Health Care), which appeared in 1946, is in the best trad- 
ition of Viennese psychiatry. Another young psychiatrist, Wil- 
fried Daim, whose work on critical synthesis of thought (‘‘Um- 
wertung der Psychoanalyse’’ -- Revaluation of Psychoanaly- 
sis, 1950) draws heavily on previous psychiatric findings, is 
following a similar trend. 

The leading figure in the field of general psychology in 
pre-war Vienna was the Denk disciple Karl Buehler, whose 
theory of language obtained international recognition; his wife, 
Charlotte Buehler, did important work in the field of child 
psychology. Today, they are both in California where they 
are continuing their work. In present-day Vienna, Hubert 
Rohracher represents a school of psychology more generally 


based on the natural sciences, particularly on biology. But in 
addition to child psychology, all other current major trends 
of psychology — Gestalt psychology, Behaviorism, Differentia| 
Psychology and Psychoanalysis —arealso beingtaught. Thus, 
Vienna’s Institute of Psychology, with its up-to-date ERP. 
financed facilities, can lay claim to being one of Europe’s 
leading institutions of its kind. 


The ‘‘Marginal Utility’’ School of Economics 


Another Viennese School of world renown is the so-called 
‘‘Marginal Utility’’ (or Austrian) School of Economics, the 
theory of which was first propounded by Karl Menger (‘‘Prin- 
ciples of National Economy’’, 1871) and later expanded by 
Eugen v. Boehm Bawerk :(‘‘Capital and Capitalism’’, 1889) 
and Baron Friedrich Wieser (‘‘Theory of Social Economy’’, 
1914). This school was the first to concern itself with the 
psychological rather than the commercial side of economics, 
believing that the consumer and his needs should be the de- 
cisive factor governing the production or use of any article, 
service or other economic good. It regarded income as a 
psychologically justified premium for currently available 
goods or services, advocating the minimum degree of profit 
which would cause the continuation of production. In this, it 
attempted to establish ‘‘a positive theory of capital’’ as op- 
posed to the principles of Karl Marx. Its theories spread to 
England and the rest of the Continent, as well as to the Uni- 
ted States; abroad they were taken up by such exponents as 
Josef A. Schumpeter (‘‘Business Cycles,’’ ‘‘Capitalism, De- 
mocracy and Socialism’’), Haberler and Mises in the U:S., 
Franz Hayek (‘‘The Road to Slavery’’) and others elsewhere. 
In Vienna itself, the ‘‘Marginal Utility’’ school lives on to- 
day in the work of such economists as Hans Mayer, Richard 
Kerschagl andtheir disciples. Of course, already inthe Twen- 
ties it had produced an opponent in the person of Othmar 
Spann, who, as a philosopher, was one of the few, and possib 
ly the most significant, representative of German idealism in 
Austria (‘‘Kategorienlehre’’). In the field of political socio- 
logy he advocated that the society take precedence over the 
individual in what he called ‘‘the true State,’’ the economy 
of which he regarded primarily as a means to the end with all 
component parts in a state of equilibrium. He proposed price 
equalization through organizations and a rating of economic 
services, on the basis of which ‘‘priority rates’’ would be 
established. The influence of his thinking on the younger 
generation of scholars, such as Walter Heinrich, Ferdinand 
Westphalen and August Knoll — whose ideas were also in the 
tradition of the Catholic sociologist Karl Vogelsang (died in 
1890) — should not be underestimated. The concept of ‘‘en- 
tirety’, introduced into scientific research by Spann is also 
present in the works of the Viennese logician and greatest 
Austrian authority on existentialism, Leo Gabriel (‘‘The Log: 
ic of Weltanschauung’’, 1949; ‘‘Existential Philosophy from 
Kierkegaard to Sartre’’, 1951). 

At the turn of the century, Vienna’s own ‘‘circle’’ of phi- 
losophers came into being under the paternity of the physicist 
Ernst Mach. His concept of ‘‘logistic positivism,’’ formulated 
by Rudolf Carnap, Moritz Schlick (died in 1936) and Ludwig 
Wittgenstein, was based on a criticism of language and repu¢ 
iated all forms of Aristotelian metaphysics. The work of this 
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circle was therefore deeply imbedded in logic. Its numerous 
adherents in the West had a considerable indirect influence 
n the nhilosophy of men like Bertrand Russell, and its tradi- 
) in Vienna today is still very much evident in the more 
naturalistically oriented@d work of Victor Krafft (‘‘Matheme- 
tics, Logic and Experience’’, 1947; ‘‘The Viennese Circle’’, 
1950). Independently of this trend, Alois Mitterer, one of the 
leading Viennese representatives of Catholic theology, also 
‘inclines toward natural philosophy. His work is an attempt to 
correlate the original thinking of Thomas Aquinas with the 
dern natural sciences (‘‘The Procreation of Organisms, par- 
ticularly that of man, according to the philosophy of Saint 
Thomas Aquinas and that of the Present’’, 1947). 
Vienna — still a Center of Philology 

The distinction of the Vienna School of Science to com- 
bine empirical research with historical perspective and psy- 
chological understanding, and its discernment in retaining 
that certain degree of fruitful scepticism nevertheless so ne- 
cessary to creative work and speculative inquiry, proved to 
be of incalculable value in another field as well: that of ling- 
istics, and, in keeping with the geographical and historical 
position of Austria, particularly that of Slavic and Oriental 
philology. In the 19th century and at the beginning of the 
20th, the Vienna School of Slavic Studies pioneered in this 
field and the work of Franz Miklosich and Vratoslav Jagic 
was of great importance in laying the foundations of Old Sla- 
vic research and comparative Slavic philology. Up to 1918, it 
gave the cultural elite of the awakening Slavic peoples in the 
former Austro-Hungarian Empire its foremost field of study. 
“ith the fall of the monarchy, Slavic studies in Vienna took a 
more purely philologicel direction. A leading figure of this 
period was N. S. Trubetzkoy (died in 1937), who founded the 
‘“‘phonological’’ approach to language. The present field of 
Old Slavic research, as personified by Rudolf Jagoditsch, 
continues in the tradition of the old school and delves into 
the cultural quintessence of the neighboring Slavic world. 

An even older tradition is that of the Vienna School of 
Oriental Studies which goes back to the publication of Menin- 
ski's ‘*Thesaurus Linguarum Orientalium’’ in 1680 (in a print- 
ing plant especially established for the purpose) and which 
received a strong impetus with the creation of the Oriental 
\cademy by Empress Maria Theresa in 1753. In the 19th cent- 
ury there were few countries which had so large a number of 
Drilliant orientalists. There were Josef Hammer-Purgstall, the 
co-founder and, in 1847, first President of the Vienna Acad- 
emy of Sciences, whose ‘‘History of the Ottoman Empire’’ is 
Still a standard work and influenced Goethe to write his 
““West-Oestlicher Divan’’; Georg Boehler (died in 1892), and 
Ludwig von Schroeder (died in 1922). There was also Fried- 
rich Hrozny, the celebrated scholar who deciphered the Hittite 
language and was a disciple of Paul Kretschmer, the old 
Viennese authority on comparative linguistics and founder of 
“prehistoric linguistics’’. The latter’s Chair at the University 
of Vienna is occupied today by Wilhelm Havers. With the re- 
call of the Turcologist Herbert Duda and the reinstatement of 
the Chair of Assyriology, all —including the most specialized 
branches of Oriental science are again being taught in Vien- 
na today. The famous ‘‘Wiener Zeitschrift fuer die Kunde des 
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Morgenlandes’’ (Vienna Journal of Oriental Science) has also 
resumed publication. The well known Viennese authority on 
India, Bernhard Geiger, now works in the United States. The 
Vienna School of Egyptology, which took root in the Seven- 
ties with Leo Reinisch and was brought to international prom- 
inence by Hermann Junker, devotes its present research to 
the study of old Egyptian religion and is ably represented by 
Wilhelm Czermak. Czermak is also continuing the other great 
study originated by Leo Reinisch, that of the East African 
languages of which Reinisch discovered a dozen. The Uni- 
versity of Vienna is one of the world’s very few universities 
to have a regular Chair of African Languages. 


Father Schmidt — Anthropological Ethnology 


The credit for having paved the way for a systematic ap- 
proach to all disciplines of learning in Austria probably goes 
to the Vienna School of Anthropological Ethnology, which 
opened the broad field of primitive civilizations to scientific 
anthropological investigation. Its founder, Father Wilhelm 
Schmidt, made full use of Fritz Graebner’s ‘‘Anthropological 
Method of Ethnology’’ — which outlined a relative chronology 
of the history of primitive peoples —and was the first to com- 
pile a world history of the civilization of ‘‘history-less’’ man- 
kind in his ‘‘Kulturkreislehre’’ (which appeared in ‘‘Peoples 
and Cultures’’, jointly with W. Koppers, in 1924). This im- 
pressive theory may have later beenproven erroneous in some 
respects, and its anthropological synthesis somewhat premat- 
ure, but there is no doubt that it remains one of the most sig- 
nificant scholarly achievements of the 20th century. These 
shortcomings have been able to detract from the international 
importance of the Vienna School of Fithnology all the less 
precisely because they were inherent in its critical approach 
to the basic concept, which was so very successfully applied 
as a research hypothesis. While throughout the world the an- 
thropological method isrepresented today by a large numberof 
Schmidt followers, in Vienna his work is being continued by 
Wilhelm Koppers, the authority on India; Martin Gusinde and 
Paul Schebesta, the authorities on Pygmy culture; Robert 
Heine-Geldern, an authority on early American culture; Domi- 
nik Woelfl, an authority on White Africa, and others. The 
Vienna School of Anthropological Ethnology, whose universal 
concept (as propounded in Schmidt’s main work, ‘‘Vom Ur- 
sprung der Gottesidee’’ — The Origin of the Idea of God) has 
had a profound effect on Such other branches of knowledge as 
the history of religion, prehistory, archeology and anthropol- 
ogy proper, still seems to hold remarkable promise for future 
research. 

The results of anthropological ethnology have also given 
impetus to a special branch of Catholic theology, namely that 
of ‘‘missiology’’, whose leading exponent in Vienna is Johan- 
nes Thauren. In 1950 Vienna was the seat of an International 
Catholic Missions Congress. 


Geography — Geology — Atomic Research 


The Vienna School of Geography has also occupied a 
leading position among these different schools of natural 
science. Following inthe footsteps of such earlier authorities 
as Friedrich Simoni and Albrecht Pengg, the geographers Hu- 
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go Hassinger and Johannes Soelch, who have been continuing 
the work of Machatschek in the field of so-called anthropoge- 
ography since the latter’s emigration to South America, are 
incorporating the principle of the primacy of man in their work 
on economic geography. 

In the science of geology, Vienna is a center of the ‘‘tec- 
tonic’? movement, which was founded by Victor Uhlig and, ab 
ove all, by Eduard Suess, who was the first to have traced 
the regional tectonic structures of mountain ranges through- 
out the world — a work that is being continued today by Leo- 
pold Kober and others. Vienna is also a center of technical 
geology, a field in which Stini pioneered. The paleontological 
tradition of the genial Melchior Neumayer, whose tabulation 
of the so-called paludic series presented the first empirical 
proof of Darwin’s theory on the evolution of species, is being 
preserved by such men as Carl Diener, the Himalaya scholar, 
Franz Toula, the great authority on the geology of Southeas- 
tern Furope and the Near East, and their students, particular- 
ly Othmar Kuhn. In the field of mineralogy, the works of Felix 
Machatschki on the development of silicates, and the X-ray 
method he invented for thet® study, together with Cornelio 
Doellter’s basic work on chemical mineralogy, have laid the 
foundation for far-reaching research. 

The Vienna School of Physicists, whose tradition is en- 
riched by such names as Boltzmann, Oppolzer, Adolf Dopp- 
ler and Herzl, found in Stefan Mayer a pioneer in the field of 
modern atomic research. His most celebrated student was Li- 
se Meitner, who has been awarded the Nobel Prize for her 
outstanding work in nuclear physics. In Vienna today, Felix 


Ehrenhaft, the discoverer of photophoresis and the theoretica) 
physicist Hans Thirring are passing on their knowledge to ap. 
other generation of scientists. Berta Karlik is doing advance, 
research on radium at Vienna’s Radium Institute. 

A Long Tradition of Technical Sciences 


Vienna’s technical sciences can also lay claim to a place 
of honor in the Austrian scientific tradition, because of the 
remarkable technologists that have worked there. It was in 
1912, that Eduard Dolleszal evolved descriptive geometry. 


With the work of Felix Exner (died in 1940) as a basis, Anton 
Leon raised the fields of materials testing and mechanica] ° 


technology to an internationally recognized status. Vienna’s 
important role in the field of railroad engineering was firmly 
established by the work of Karl v. Ghega, who built the first 
mountain railroad across the Semmering (1850-1853). The 
newly established foundations theory in building, first ad- 


vanced by Karl Terzaghi (today a resident of the United " ,y; 


States), is being expanded by his students. In the field of 
hydraulics, Friedrich Schaffernack’s flow morphology and his 
laboratory experiments on currents are regarded as important 
contributions to the science of hydraulic engineering. 

The occupation of Austria by the Nazis in 1938 interrup- 
ted the development of Viennese science by muzzling its 
spirit of free inquiry. The death of some of its scholars, the 
emigration of others, and the ravages of war have left gaps 
in its ranks which have not yet been closed. But in spite of 
the war damage and the financial difficulties of the post-war 
era, Viennese science is being indefatigably rehabilitated, 
and, one might even say, is experiencing a new rebirth. 
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